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a truly imperishable title to the gratitude of Italy, and one *
which deserved to outweigh and make forgiven many faults
of her ancestors."12

It is when one looks at the Florence of to-day, without
manufactures or the business of a seaport and yet so pros-
perous a city, that one realises what this gift (with all the
others previously given by the Medici) has meant to her.
That prosperity entirely depends on Florence's power to at-
tract visitors from other countries; without that power she5
the second city of Italy, would sink back at once to the level
of her ancient rival Lucca. And were all that the Medici gave
to Florence taken awayI3 the whole of that influx of visitors
from other countries would cease. For her three great churches
would not by themselves attract it; and even San Marco
would be gone.14 So that Anna Maria Ludovica, little as she
could have realised all that its consequences would be, by
this parting gift in the name of her family did the very best
thing she could have done to ensure the future prosperity of
Florence. Yet in the city which her action has thus enriched
her very name is almost unknown. No statue of her adorns
any of its' open spaces; no gallery or museum of all those
which she has to a great extent filled, and protected from
having their contents removed to other cities, has her name
written over its doors or any bust or picture of her placed in
honour on its walls. And thousands interested in art pass
through Florence every season, or even leave that city after
long residence there, without ever having heard her name.

Of the items included in this gift the last, the Medicean
wardrobe, was not permanently retained.15 Some thirty years
afterwards, in the time of the Grand Duke Pietro Leopoldo
(the first of the Austrian Grand Dukes who was a resident
ruler of Tuscany) it was broken up and sold. And some idea
of the magnificence customary in what we now know as the
Pitti Palace in the time of the Medici Grand Dukes is given
us by the details, of'this sale, which on account of the mass of